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My dear friends from the Truman Institute

I would like first to thank the Truman Institute for Peace very warmly for inviting me to this event, which has been organized in the framework of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. When this institution was established, one of its most illustrious founders, Albert Einstein, emphasized that this university’s mission was to disseminate and bring about the flourishing of all knowledge, science, know-how, and the values that underpin humanism in order to resolve conflict and bring about peace. 
At this very moment, I remember that when I was Minister of Health, I was the first member of the French government to visit Israel in 1975 in order to reestablish the official ties which had been more or less broken off since 1967. Shortly after that, I was invited to Rehovot by Michael Sela, in order to re-establish the ties between the Weizmann Institute and the Pasteur Institute. This is an association which is still very active. These are not merely exchanges between high-caliber researchers: they are also ties between our two countries.

Since then, official visits between our two countries have become the order of the day, and I am delighted that the President of the French Republic will, very soon, be making an official visit to Israel as this country, with which we are very friendly, celebrates its sixtieth anniversary.
Despite the difficulties that continue to exist here, the presence of so many eminent individuals among you shows how much things have changed.
Thinking back to my past, as a former deportee I cannot refrain from thinking about some of my fellow Auschwitz inmates. We didn’t have very many illusions about our chances of surviving deportation, but nevertheless, they did talk about their intention of going to live in Palestine – and I refer to Palestine, because Israel didn’t yet exist. Only a few of them survived: but the nightmare was not over. Today, it’s really hard to believe the fate that was suffered by all of those who had so hoped to come to Palestine as a result of embarking on the Exodus. I’m sure that today, many people are still unaware of what was done to the passengers on this ship, many of whom died, or were thrown into prison before they were finally able to reach Palestine, taking major risks to do so.
I’ve made a point of talking about these painful, not to say outrageous events in order for you to all realize what the situation was at the time, but the peace process was only able to start up as a result of the United Nations’ recognition of the State of Israel.

Last year, the French Friends of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem awarded me the Scopus Prize, and on the same occasion a fund for pluralism and tolerance was set up in my name. It is this that has given me the enjoyable opportunity to be here with you. For years now, I have been coming to Israel and I have been associated with many peace initiatives. I’m thinking more particularly of the peace in the Middle East movement set up by Shimon Peres in order to promote peace on the basis of economic development. When it awarded me the Scopus Prize, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem decided to set up a fund in my name for tolerance and pluralism – a fund which could provide researchers with grants which could help them in the areas of health, education, the environment, conflict management and peace processes, but also – and this is something I would very much like to stress – “human rights in the Israel-Palestinian conflict”. Thus Israeli and Palestinian students are encouraged to work together, to cooperate in the spirit of universality, and it is indeed in this spirit that we have gathered here today.
I would like to emphasize that this desire to achieve tolerance and cooperation is considered legitimate today. I am speaking as a French person. Around me you are Israelis, Palestinians, and, I’m sure, also Jordanians and Egyptians, and this is something for which I thank you warmly – for coming.

A long path has already been travelled, and it reflects the desire of all and everyone to reach agreement on peace – a peace for which so many people long. Over the last sixty years, there have been a number of peace initiatives. For various reasons, none has succeeded. And yet, it would appear that today, despite all the extremists who remain resolved to do everything in order to compromise the peace process, mindsets have evolved sufficiently for us to dare to hope to make progress.

I remember that the European Parliament, under my presidency, invited President Sadat to address it. At a private lunch with him, I asked him how he thought that the problem of Jerusalem could be resolved. He gave a very clear-cut, straightforward answer: When we get there, there will no longer be any obstacles to a solution. A few weeks later, he was assassinated.

Years later, the same happened to Yitzhak Rabin. Both lost their lives in the service of peace – assassinated by fanatics. I think of them, now, the idea being that they would both approve of the steps that are being taken today – taken discreetly, in a discretion which, in the hubbub and turmoil surrounding us, is the prerequisite for tranquil dialogue, which will lead to a possibility of reconciling Israel’s security and a viable Palestine - these two conditions being are the indispensable foundations for a peace between the two States.
And all of these initiatives that are taken in order to bring together the main figures with responsibilities in the region, are designed to develop relations not only so that they can live in peace, but also to develop, on the economic and cultural level also, ways of shield Israel against the fanatics – those fanatics who have never accepted the establishment of the State of Israel and remain prepared to do everything in order to destroy it.
It is more than a symbol, the fact that we are here: it expresses not only our support for the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and especially for the Truman Institute, but through it we also work to bring people together on a cultural level, which is necessarily one of the bases of peace in this region. 
I would like to thank the Truman Institute for inviting me, I would like to thank all of those who invited me and gave me this opportunity to address you, and we all hope that peace is very close.
